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9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 2017
English I - Level

In Conroe ISD, we encourage all students to read over the summer in order to enrich learning and provoke thought. Summer reading strengthens reading skills, increases academic achievement, fosters a love for reading, and empowers students to become life-long learners.  

Summer Reading Assignment:

Throughout freshman year, our driving question and analysis will focus around the idea of how humans and human nature can be both brutal and beautiful. In order to establish this question, we are asking students to read the following novel and begin to determine how humanity can be both brutal and beautiful:   
1.  Purchase a new, used, or electronic copy of The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

2.  Use post-it notes to document the following:
a. 3 different moments demonstrating a beautiful moment in the novel

b. 3 different moments demonstrating a brutal moment in the novel




The post-its should be placed inside the novel and look like this…

Additional Information:
· If you are not able to get post-its or are reading electronically, you may write the information on a sheet of notebook paper.
· The completed post-its/notes should be brought to class on the first day of school and will be used to guide discussion and complete initial class assignments.

The Book Thief Synopsis:

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak - It’s just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, some words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, and quite a lot of thievery…
Set during World War II in Germany, the book’s narrator, Death, recounts the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist – books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau, a German concentration camp.
This is an unforgettable story about the ability of how books have the ability to feed the human soul.
*If purchasing a copy of the novel is a problem due to finances, please email Courtney Scott at cmscott@conroeisd.net. 
Page #





Brutal or Beautiful (choose one)





Describe why this moment is brutal or beautiful (2-3 sentences)





NOTE: Use multiple post-its if needed








