
English IV Level 2017-18 Summer Reading Assignment 
 

In Conroe ISD, we encourage all students to read over the summer in 
order to enrich learning and provoke thought. Summer reading 
strengthens reading skills, increases academic achievement, fosters a 
love for reading, and empowers students to become life-long 
learners.  The value of summer reading is well known. Research has 
indicated that with practice people become better readers and even 
come to love reading.  

      

Choose a book from the following list 

The Girl With Seven Names by Hyeonseo Lee 
This is the unique story not only of Hyeonseo’s escape from the darkness into 
the light, but also of her coming of age, education and the resolve she found to 
rebuild her life – not once, but twice – first in China, then in South Korea. 
Strong, brave and eloquent, this memoir is a triumph of her remarkable 
spirit. 

 

Escape from Camp 14  by Blaine Harden 
North Korea’s political prison camps have existed twice as long as Stalin’s 
Soviet gulags and twelve times as long as the Nazi concentration camps. No 
one born and raised in these camps is known to have escaped. No one, that is, 
except Shin Dong-hyuk.In Escape From Camp 14, Blaine Harden unlocks the 
secrets of the world’s most repressive totalitarian state through the story of 
Shin’s shocking imprisonment and his astounding getaway.  

 

Breaking Night  by Liz Murray 
Breaking night: (Urban slang) staying up through the night, until the sun rises 
Breaking Night is the stunning memoir of a young woman who at age fifteen 
was living on the streets, and who eventually made it into Harvard.  

 

A Long Way Gone   by Ishmael Beah 

What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a 
killer? How does one stop? Child soldiers have been profiled by journalists, and 
novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there has not 
been a first-person account from someone who came through this hell and 
survived. 



Your Assignment 
 

Create a dialectic journal while reading your novel.  Think of your journal as a series of 
conversations with the novel you are reading.  Your journal will be due the first week of school 
and counts as a grade!   
 
Your journal must: 
 Be handwritten 
 Contain a minimum of   10   entries 
 Be completed BEFORE the first day of class 
 Follow the format as shown below 

 
Sample Dialectical Journal Entry: Night  by Eli Wiesel 

Entry 
Number 

Source Material: Provide 
a direct quotation OR 
paraphrase AND a 
parenthetical citation. 

What are 
you 
analyzing? 

RESPOND, ANALYZE, and 
EVALUATE 
(Why did you find this 
interesting or important?) 

1 “The snow was like 
a carpet, very 
warm” (83). 

Simile I can picture the man 
standing in the 
concentration camp. It is 
silent there. The snow-covered 
ground is smooth and soft. 
Wiesel describes the snow as 
being “gentle” and “warm”.  
This comparison is not what 
one would expect.  Standing 
barefoot in the snow would be 
very painful. So why does he 
say it is warm? 

 

Entries 1-9: Identify one of following figurative devices for each entry: 

     Characterization, Imagery, Diction, Motif, Conflict (Internal/External) 

Entry 10:  Identify the overall Theme or Big Idea of the book 


