
The Woodlands College Park High School
Conroe Independent School District

English I Honors
9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 2021

Purpose:
In Conroe ISD, we encourage all students to read over the summer in order to enrich learning and provoke
thought. Summer reading strengthens reading skills, increases academic achievement, fosters a love for
reading, and empowers students to become lifelong learners.

Additionally, all high school English students are expected to engage in summer reading as it prepares
students for the upcoming school year and creates an initial common framework for classroom discussion
and instruction.

English I Honors Summer Reading Assignment Instructions:
● Choose ONE book from the following list and purchase a physical OR digital copy:

○ Positive by Paige Rawl
○ I Will Always Write Back by Caitlin Alifirenka, Liz Welch, and Martin Ganda
○ A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah
○ Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
○ Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom
○ Do You Dream in Color? by Laurie Rubin

● Read and annotate -- use the reading annotate guide on the back of this page.
● Answer the questions in the attached chart that demonstrate how figure changes throughout the story.

Important Reminders:
★ All students must bring the completed book AND be ready to turn it in when you return to school.
★ Summer reading novel will be used as a reference for our first essay.
★ This summer reading book is key to beginning the year on a positive note. Take time to thoroughly read

and analyze the book.

English I Honors required reading selections for the 2021-2022 school year:
Students will receive a list of required reading selections with the course syllabus at the beginning of the year.
Titles will be available for purchase in the College Park library at the beginning of the school year. Students will
receive advanced notice before the required reading selections are due in class.



Reading Annotation Guide

Should I annotate my book?
YES! Highlighting and annotating a text is like having a conversation with a book. It allows the reader to ask
questions, comment on meaning, and mark events and passages he or she wants to revisit. Be as thorough as
possible when annotating, but avoid highlighting or underlining every literary device you find. Your annotations
can prove to be very helpful when reviewing the text or studying.
*NOTE: You will not be turning in annotations for a grade.

How do I annotate? What do I annotate?
➔ Write chapter summaries: write a brief summary or bulleted list of important events at the end

of each chapter

➔ Highlight figures with significant characterization: individuals who make an impact on the
overall story. Note how they impact the story

➔ Ask personal questions: Events, circumstances, or words/phrases that you do not understand.

➔ Identify tone: highlight passages that demonstrate tone (writer's attitude toward or feelings
about the subject matter and audience)

➔ Locate symbolism: highlight key symbols (objects or actions that have a meaning beyond the
literal)

➔ Locate figurative language: highlight figurative language that evoke emotions within the reader
or help the reader make connections to the text

➔ Identify thematic ideas: highlight important moments and/or quotes that apply to the central
message of the book.

➔ Identify allusions: highlight any allusions (references to elements outside the story such as
historical, biblical, political, cultural, or mythological events or people).



● Title of the book you chose: ___________________________________________

● Name of the main figure from the book you chose: _________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Monitor how the main figure from your book undergoes emotional, mental, or physical changes by completing the
chart below (NOTE: You may use additional pages if needed):

Question Answer Page Numbers

1. Describe the main figure’s
environment and life before he/she
undergoes any changes. What is an
ordinary day like?

2. What event/moment impacts the
main figure that causes them to truly
begin to change? Explain.

3. Is the main figure reluctant to
change? Explain why or why not.

4. Which individual(s) help or guide
the main figure to change? Explain.

5. What special skills or abilities does
the main figure possess or gain that
helps them confront changing?
Explain.

6. What moments or situations
became obstacles or challenges that
the main figure had to overcome
during the story? Explain.

7. How did the main figure change
from the beginning of the story to the
end? Be specific.

8. How does the main figure use the
knowledge or skills they gained to
impact the world/community around
them?




