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Advanced
Placement - AP

Dual CreditHonors

Advanced
curriculum
designed to

prepare a student
to continue with
advanced course

work. 

College courses
taken in high

school for both
high school and

college credit for
qualified
students. 

Rigorous college-
level courses

offered in high
school with the

opportunity to earn
college credit

through a
standardized exam.  



Characteristics of an Honors,
Dual Credit and AP Classes

Student initiated learning with an emphasis on a
strong work ethic. 

More depth and complexity.

Application of content strategies.

Consistent use of higher level thinking skills.

Assignments are more analytical.

Rigorous academic content requiring advanced
reading proficiency. 

Required commitment to course inside and outside of
classroom



AP test taken is May with possibility of
earning college credit that is accepted
at colleges and universities across the
country.
Timed AP style writing done in class;
practice w/critical reading passages and
MC questions. 

Maintain a “C” or better in class to earn
college credit that is transferable to most
colleges and universities in Texas.
Varied modes of writing each semester
(majority not timed).



Earn college credit
Possible to earn 6 GPA points
Face paced
College level instruction, materials and
expectations
Extensive reading outside of the
classroom

Similarities



READING, READING, READING

Discuss

Explain

DescribeAnalyze

Assess/Evaluate

Contrast



LevelHonorsAP

Memoir written in 1987

Essay written in 2019
by an MFA candidate at

a major university

Questions: 
Connections

Purpose
Importance

Impact  

Great Gatsby

Symbolism in order to
develop his thematic

purpose

Declaration of
Independence

Identify the Elements of
Argument



Student Characteristics

Self Motivated

Preparedness

Grade Expectation

Priority/Time Commitment

Balance



Self Motivated

Preparedness

Grade Expectation
Am I a self-starter and
an independent
learner?

Do I have the ability to
appropriately prioritize?

Do I take a proactive
approach? 

Has there been previous
indication of struggling with this
subject? Low Grades? Poor
STAAR scores?  

Will I spend time with the subject
daily?

Will I work ahead?

Will I ask for help and attend
tutorials if needed?

Do you define success
in an upper level class
by only receiving an “A”
or a “B”?

Can you accept making
a lower grade in a more
rigorous curriculum?

Reading Level
2-3 Grade Levels Higher

Increased Homework 
Expectations

Writing Assignments
Frequently



















Balance
For some students, it is
best to choose one
advanced level course
until they gain confidence
and have a better
understanding of the
expectations and time
commitment involved.

What priority do your academics
play in your schedule? How much
time will you spend studying
weekdays? Weekends?

What other commitments do you
have? Activities? Work? Church?

How will you prioritize your time
to accommodate everything that
is important to you? 

Priority/Time Commitment



Why select an

advanced level

class?

College Readiness
Strong Interest - Desire to be challenged
GPA
Class Rank



USING DATA TO MAKE DECISIONS
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